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New insurance benefit makes financial help available for traumatically 
injured Soldiers 
 
WASHINGTON, DC—Soldiers who incur traumatic injuries—either as the result of 

combat, or some other circumstance—can now receive up to $100,000 per traumatic 

event with a one-time payment thanks to a new insurance benefit. That money might be 

the difference that allows a Soldier’s family to stay with him or her during recovery, help 

with unforeseen expenses or give them a financial head start on life after recovery. 

 

Traumatic Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance (TSGLI) was created by an Act of 

Congress in 2005 to help members of the Armed Forces and their families get through 

the tough financial times that often happen when a severe injury occurs. The program 

began on 1 December 2005 and anyone who is paying for Servicemembers’ Group Life 

Insrance (SGLI) is covered by TSGLI going forward.  

 

The U.S. Army has the most TSGLI recipients, by nearly double. As of August 2006, 

more than 1,600 Soldiers’ TSGLI claims have been approved, with more than $100 

million paid out to them.  Second was the U.S. Marine Corps with more than $52 million 

paid out. The Navy has paid out $5.3 million; and the Air Force $3.7 million, for a total of 

just over $162 million for all Branches of Service. 

 

“Soldiers serve our nation heroically during times of great need, and TSGLI is one way 

we can serve the Soldier when he or she has a great need as the result of a traumatic 

injury,” said Colonel John F. Sackett, who leads the TSGLI Division under the U.S. Army 

Physical Disability Agency (USAPDA).  

-More- 
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TSGLI is not meant to serve as an ongoing income replacement like other types of 

insurance—because it’s a one-time payment, its purpose is to help the Soldier deal 

difficulties resulting in the immediate aftermath of a traumatic injury. 
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Traumatic injuries covered by TSGLI are physical injuries that severely impact a 

oldier’s ability to perform activities of daily living. They include injuries such as loss of 
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sight, hearing, speech or limbs; traumatic brain injuries; paralysis or severe burns

Soldier with a qualifying traumatic injury is eligible for the benefit if he or she survives at 

least seven days after the event.  

 

If the Soldier is approved, but dies
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To initiate a claim, a Soldier can download the form 

w  or contact the TSGLI service center via e-mail at 

TSGLI@hoffman.army.mil or via telephone at (800) 237-1336.  

 

Agents at the TSGLI service center are available to answer Soldiers’ questions between 

:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Eastern Time. In addition, part of the claim form must be 
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completed by a healthcare provider, and additional documentation regarding the nature 

and extent of each injury must be submitted. 
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